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From the Chair…
It has certainly been a privilege to represent WAEE as Chair
during the 2011 year. This is truly an organiza on of commi ed
professionals and passionate individuals who work relessly to
promote and advance environmental literacy to all Wisconsinites.
Despite challenges that all educators have faced in the past 12
months, WAEE members have con nued to deliver the best
environmental educa on for the children and communi es all
across the state.
The WAEE Board of Directors has worked hard to achieve the mission of suppor ng environmental
educa on through advocacy, networking, and recogni on. WAEE has partnered with the
Wisconsin Environmental Educa on Board and the Wisconsin Environmental Educa on
Founda on to develop Wisconsin’s Plan for Environmentally Literate and Sustainable
Communi es. This plan looks to build awareness and capacity, promote access to informa on and
experiences, iden fy strategies, foster research, and assess progress related to environmental
literacy and sustainability.
WAEE also supports the Wisconsin Children's Outdoor Bill of Rights which is currently a legisla ve
resolu on awai ng confirma on in the Legislature. The Outdoor Bill of Rights mandates that
children of Wisconsin have the right to explore, learn, and play in Wisconsin's outdoors.
Environmental educators have enjoyed two successful networking and professional development
opportuni es this past year. The FamilEE Fall Conference was held at beau ful Upham Woods 4‐H
Center near the Wisconsin Dells. Members enjoyed field trips, concurrent sessions, and an
impromptu keynote presenta on by the enthusias c and entertaining Susan Fowler. The Winter
Workshop returned to Treehaven where members enjoyed beau ful snow condi ons and newly
remodeled dorm facili es.
WAEE launched the exci ng new mentorship program at this year’s Winter Workshop. The
mentorship program ac vely pairs experienced educators with students or those who are just
star ng in their career.
It’s truly an exci ng and dynamic me to be an environmental educator. Many thanks to the past
and current Board members, Commi ee Chairs and members, Jodi Hermsen (WAEE
Administra ve Assistant), and financial and in‐kind sponsors. I wish all the best to you and your
organiza ons in this upcoming year.
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WAEE
ADVOCACY
WAEE representa ves
played a cri cal role in
developing the state’s
strategic plan for EE,
“Wisconsin’s Plan for
Environmentally Literate
and Sustainable
Communi es”. This
document has been
developed with support
from WEEB and WEEF and
with input from over fi y
individuals, each of whom
oﬀered a unique
perspec ve on answering
“How can Wisconsin
residents achieve
environmentally literate
and sustainable
communi es?”. The
responses were crea ve
and insigh ul, and
contributed to crea ng a
meaningful document
which “provides a shared
set of goals for all people
in all sectors of Wisconsin
to work towards”. The
Plan went through an
expansive review period,
will be published online
and announced at the
2011 WAEE Fall
Conference. Look for more
on this important resource
and how WAEE members
can help accomplish the
Plan’s goals on
EEinWisconsin.org.
Thanks to WAEE’s valuable
partnership with the
Wisconsin League of
Conserva on Voters
(WLCV), the Children’s
Outdoor Bill of Rights is
gaining no ce in the state
poli cal realm. This
proclama on declaring
that Wisconsin children
have the right to enjoy
and learn about our
state’s natural resources
may reach the assembly‐
room floor as early as this

WAEE AWARDS PROGRAM
WAEE recognizes schools, youth groups, individual students, and educators for outstanding
environmental eﬀorts each year. WAEE encourages all members to reach for new heights in
environmental educa on by presen ng achievement awards annually. The WAEE Awards program
is an a empt to recognize and support outstanding individuals and groups (members and
nonmembers) in their contribu ons to the field of environmental educa on.
The Non‐Formal Educator of the Year is presented for exhibi ng innova ve and exemplary eﬀort
in providing environmental educa on opportuni es for general audiences. This year’s winner was
Mary Pardee. Mary is the Youth Development Educator with University of WI‐ Extension Barron
County.
The Formal Educator of the Year is presented for outstanding, and ongoing eﬀorts in infusing
environmental educa on into their teaching. This year’s winner was Dr. Garry Running. Like
many gi ed environmental educators, Dr. Running excels at endowing his students with an
understanding of environmental science in the geography courses he teaches at UWEC.
The David Engleson WAEE Award is presented for individuals, agencies and organiza ons making
significant contribu ons to the field of environmental educa on as exemplified by David Engleson;
founding member of WAEE, author, advocate, teacher and environmental educa on leader across
the state and na on. This year’s winner was Nick Hylla. Nick has created and developed a host of
resources and course curricula on an online wiki environment which makes available all of the
work he and others have done for free.
Thank you to all who sent in nomina ons. I
encourage you to think about people you
work with who have gone above and beyond
their job descrip ons and really made a
diﬀerence in their organiza on and
community. Award nomina on materials can
be found on the WAEE website and are
always due by September 30th.
Pictured from le : RuthAnn Lee, Mary
Pardee, Garry Running, Karla Lockman

Advocacy Con nued...
winter. More details to come on this exci ng endeavor and how you or your organiza on might get
involved in promo ng this meaningful legisla on. To further support and educate others on the
Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights, the WAEE Advocacy Commi ee hosted a second annual “WAEE Lobby
Day Breakfast” last spring. This event, which dovetails with the WLCV’s lobby day, highlighted the
Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights and brought together environmental educators (and WAEE members)
from across the state. Par cipants learned about how they can get involved in advoca ng for EE and
the environment and a ended the WLCV’s informa ve sessions, one of which featured WAEE members
Sco Johnson, Dolly Ledin and Rebecca Clarke as panel experts!
As you likely know, WAEE played a cri cal role in le er‐wri ng and campaigning for reinsta ng the
Department of Public Instruc on’s Environmental Educa on consultant posi on several years ago. Last
July the posi on was filled by Victoria Rydberg, who makes a point to stay in touch with WAEE and
provide updates and relevant informa on to our members. The WAEE Board is dedicated to suppor ng
this DPI posi on and fostering the conduit of news and guidance it can provide.
A WAEE representa ve con nues to serve on the Wisconsin Master Naturalist program steering
commi ee and keeps the WAEE Board up to date on this project as it develops. Keep and eye out for
instructor pilot training programs coming in 2012.

WAEE EVENTS
Fall Conference
Theme:
FamilEE: Linking families, schools and communiƟes in the real world
Dates: October 28‐30, 2010
Loca on: Upham Woods 4‐H Outdoor Learning Center ‐ Wisconsin Dells, WI
Summary:
Upham Woods Outdoor Educa on Center welcomed the WAEE Fall Conference in 2010. Nestled on the
Wisconsin River it was a beau ful se ng to bring together formal educators, non‐formal educators,
resource professionals and students to share, learn and network. The theme, “FamilEE: Linking families,
schools and communi es in the real world” focused on how environmental educa on can happen any‐
where and involve anyone. With 31 sessions, 4 hands‐on workshops and 5 field trips there were many
opportuni es for par cipants to learn something new and share something from their experience. Our
keynote speaker, Susan Fowler of Harmony By Hand, explored the Curiosity and the Joy of the QuesƟon.
Many thanks to the Co‐Chairs RuthAnn Lee and Jodi Hermsen.
Winter Workshop
Theme: "rEEnewal"
Dates: January 28‐30, 2011
Loca on: Treehaven, Tomahawk, WI
Summary:
With a theme of “rEEnewal” to guide us, and tracks on “keeping the founda on”, the “new face of EE”,
and “building toward the future”, the conference held something for everyone. Saturday morning fea‐
tured Keynote Paul Fowler, Director of the Wisconsin Ins tute of Sustainable Technology (WIST) who
challenged the audience with fascina ng new concepts and ideas about renewable uses of exis ng re‐
sources, and helped us to understand the new face of technologies that stand to change the content of
our teachings. Members enjoyed ac vi es such as the Brutal Gourmet, games in the snow hosted by
the UWSP student Environmental Educa on and Naturalists Associa on (EENA the wildly entertaining
and fiercely compe ve (but fun) card game of “Nertz”. Many thanks to the Chair John Heusinkveld.
Remember that in membership lies our strength, and that the two conferences held by WAEE each year
represent not only an outstanding value, but a real opportunity to grow personally and professionally.
You owe it to yourself to come, so WAEE looks forward to seeing you next year!

WAEE Projected Budget 2011‐2012

WAEE Actual Budget 2010‐2011
Category
Income Expense

Category

Membership

5,440

0

2011 Fall Conference

4,100

2,106

2011 Fall Conference

2011 Winter Workshop

5,913

4,971

2011 Winter Workshop

2010 Fall Conference

21,614

11,109

Grants

13,941

9,974

Membership

2012 Fall Conference
Grants

Income

Expense

4,620

175

42,600

24,050

6,200

4,175

500

1,800

3,000

Bank Credits

75

Bank Credits

75

Fundraising

599

Fundraising

625

Networking & Advocacy

459

Administra on
Board expenses

21,492
210

Awards
TOTAL:

459

559

Administra on

25,321

Board expenses

775

Awards

925

585
$52,351

$51,255

TOTAL:

$57,620

$56,721

WAEE
FINANCES
Financial sustainability
con nues to be a goal of the
WAEE Board. WAEE works
toward this goal in several
diﬀerent ways:
* WAEE received another
clean audit of our finances
by an outside accoun ng
firm.
* The Board con nues to be
ac ve in wri ng grants for
both conference support
and project based funding.
Some grants have been
funded, others have not;
but the Board con nues to
endeavor to financially
support WAEE.
* WAEE con nues to
par cipate in programs that
result in income, including
the State Employees
Combined Campaign (SECC)
which provides a unique
opportunity for state
employees to donate to non
‐profit organiza ons, and
goodsearch.com which
provides funding to WAEE
when users of this on‐line
search engine select WAEE
as the recipient
organiza on.
* The Board Treasurer
meets regularly with the
Administrator to help with
the oversight of the
accounts and management
of funds.
* The Board con nue to
honor the priori es set
forth by the Financial Task
Force in use of MEEC 2007
conference proceeds.

WAEE MEMBERSHIP
Current Membership: 293 total‐ doing alright! (but we’d like to see this number increase)
Individual: 115
Individual Life: 52
Non‐profit Orgs: 25
Addi onal Staﬀ: 74
Corporate Life: 4
Students: 14
Re red: 5
Family: 4

Follow our Blog at
wisconsinassociationforenvironmentaleducation.wordpress.com

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/wisconsinassociationforenvironmentaleducation

This past year the focus of the WAEE membership commi ee was to work in conjunc on with our
board to increase organiza onal and corporate memberships. Commi ee and Board members
made connec ons with various organiza ons, corpora ons, and individuals in a empts to
increase membership and spread the word about WAEE.
The membership commi ee also began to look closely at WAEE’s online presence. The
membership commi ee along with Board members reviewed our website and decided to make
small improvements to our website for poten al members looking for informa on online. There
are now new photos and more detailed informa on on our website.
Addi onally our membership commi ee and board members reached out to fellow
environmental educators and teachers to make them aware of WAEE. Our Board members Tory
Bahe and Sara Krauskopf a ended the Wisconsin Society of Science Teachers (WSST) conference
in March of this year in order to connect with classroom educators and demonstrate how EE fits
into the required curriculum.
Our membership was ac ve this year in wri ng le ers to state representa ves, the Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruc on, and the federal government to protect all EPA funds. Members
were also highly involved in suppor ng the No Child Le Inside Coali on as well as the
development of Wisconsin’s Plan for Environmentally Literate and Sustainable Communi es. Our
membership has also been instrumental in planning our Fall Conference and the upcoming Winter
Workshop.
This years Membership Commi ee’s goals are to con nue to improve WAEE’s online presence,
increase our organiza ons name recogni on among formal educators, and recruit more corporate
and life me members. Help us out by sharing your WAEE experiences with your colleagues and
encouraging them to join. Benefits include the monthly newsle er, discounted Fall Conference
and Winter Workshop registra on, and many connec ons to professionals in the field.

WAEE Networking
WAEE has increased our online and social networking presence by leaps and bounds this year. Our
Facebook page has become much more ac ve. We post event updates, news and poli cal ac on items
on the page. Our hope for the Facebook page is to not only reach non‐members but also to connect
with our current members in more meaningful ways. If you are on Facebook we encourage you to
comment on our posts, let us know what you think of events or issues and connect with other
members on the page.
WAEE has also entered the world of blogging. The WAEE blog is s ll very new and we are constantly
learning new things to add and new ways to use it. We started the blog because we wanted to have a
way to get informa on to the membership on a more regular basis without flooding everyone’s email
inboxes. Unlike the website, the blog is very easy to update on a daily basis. So, we are hoping to share
member events, WAEE Board news and updates, na onal EE news and other current interest
stories that we think our members might want to hear about. Those members that are interested
in staying up to date with what is going on can visit the blog or subscribe to its feed instead of us
sending out emails every me to the en re membership. Other features on the blog include
lis ng and links to our organiza onal and corporate members, links to other EE sites and blogs
of interest and reviews of sponsors and auc on dona ons. We are hoping this will help us
keep our membership more informed and connected to what other members
are up to!

